
Vol. 45 (2014) ACTA PHYSICA POLONICA B No 3

MESON PROPERTIES AT FINITE DENSITY FROM
MESIC ATOMS AND MESIC NUCLEI∗

Satoru Hirenzaki, Hideko Nagahiro

Department of Physics, Nara Women’s University
Kitauoya-nishi machi, Nara 630-8506, Japan

(Received January 7, 2014)

The properties of η′(958) meson at finite nuclear density is considered
to have close connection with the effects of UA(1) anomaly at finite density.
In this context, we are very much interested in the study of the η′(958)-
mesic nuclei. As for the η-mesic nuclei, which have been studied for a long
time, we think it is interesting and important to consider both effects of the
coupling of ηN system to N∗(1535) and of the mixing of η with η′(958). In
this article, we briefly summarize recent results of our studies concerning
with η′(958)- and η-mesic nuclei.
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1. Introduction

In contemporary hadron physics, the light pseudoscalar mesons are con-
sidered as the Nambu–Goldstone bosons associated with the spontaneous
breaking of the QCD chiral symmetry. The complicated mass spectrum
of these mesons and the heavier η′(958) meson observed in experiments is
believed to be the consequence of the explicit breaking of flavor symmetry
by current quark masses and of the breaking of the axial UA(1) symmetry
at the quantum level referred as the UA(1) anomaly. In Fig. 1, we show
a schematic view of the pseudoscalar meson mass spectra in various chiral
symmetry breaking patters [1, 2]. In the left, the chiral symmetry is manifest
with neither explicit nor dynamical breaking. All the pseudoscalar mesons
have a common mass. In the middle, chiral symmetry is dynamically bro-
ken in the chiral limit. The octet pseudoscalar mesons are identified as the
Nambu–Goldstone bosons associated with the symmetry breaking. In the
right, chiral symmetry is broken dynamically by the quark condensate and
explicitly by finite quark masses.
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One of the most important subjects in the hadron physics is to reveal
the aspects of the QCD symmetry in various environment and get deeper
insights of the strong interaction. As shown in Fig. 1, the mass of the hadron
is believed to have close connection to the symmetry breaking pattern of
QCD. Thus, the properties of the mesons including masses in nuclei are
expected to provide very important information on the symmetry at finite
density [3], and, in this context, the η′(958)- and η-mesic nuclei discussed in
this article are very interesting.

The results shown in this article have been reported in Refs. [1, 2, 4, 5].

Fig. 1. Light pseudoscalar meson spectrum in the various patterns of the SU(3)
chiral symmetry breaking [1, 2].

2. η′(958)-mesic nuclei

The η′(958) meson at finite density has been discussed for a long time
[6–11] and the possible formation spectra of the η′(958)-mesic nucleus was
first investigated in Ref. [4] with the (γ, p) reaction. Recently, it was pointed
out theoretically that the anomaly effect can contribute to the η′(958) mass
only with the presence of the chiral symmetry breaking [1]. Thus, even if
density dependence of the UA(1) anomaly effect is small, a relatively large
mass reduction of η′(958) is expected at nuclear saturation density because
of the partial restoration of the chiral symmetry, which may indicate the
existence of the η′(958)-mesic nucleus.

On the other hand, it was reported in Ref. [12] that the experimental
observation of the η′(958)-mesic nucleus is considered to be possible by the
missing-mass spectroscopy using (p, d) reaction on nuclear targets at existing
facilities like GSI. The comprehensive theoretical results of the expected
(p, d) spectra for the formation of the η′(958)-mesic nucleus are also reported
in Ref. [2].
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The momentum transfer of the (p, d) reaction is shown in Fig. 2 as func-
tions of the incident energy, where we can find that the recoilless condi-
tion is never satisfied for η′(958). The momentum transfer q is around
q = 400–500 MeV/c at the proton kinetic energy Tp = 2.5 GeV, where the
experimental feasibility was investigated [12], and thus, various combinations
of η′(958)-particle and neutron-hole states will contribute to the spectrum.
This is completely different situation from deeply bound pionic atom forma-
tion reaction [3] which was performed at the kinematics satisfying the re-
coilless condition. However, we have an advantage for η′(958)-mesic nucleus
case. We have large ambiguities for the potential depth of the η′(958)-nucleus
optical potential and for the binding energies of the η′(958)-mesic nucleus.
In this exploratory level, the experiments should be designed to cover wide
possibilities of the quantum numbers of the bound state. The reaction with
large momentum transfer enables us to widen the ‘visible’ combinations of
the quantum numbers in the experiments as the threshold enhancement
[1, 2, 12].

Fig. 2. Momentum transfer of the 12C(p, d) reactions as functions of the incident
proton kinetic energy Tp [2]. Thick lines correspond to η′(958)-meson production
with binding energies of 0 and 100 MeV, and thin lines to η, ω and φ meson
productions as indicated in the figure for comparison.

We show in Fig. 3 the typical results of theoretical calculations of the
12C(p, d) reactions for the formation of the η′(958)-mesic nucleus. As we
mentioned, we can see the peak structure in the spectra at the threshold
energy for both cases with significantly different potential depth. We also
show the spectra for the γ induced reaction in Fig. 4 [4], where we can also
see the spectrum shape without the attractive potential (V0 = 0) case.
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Fig. 3. Calculated spectra of the 12C(p, d) reaction for the formation of η′(958)-
nucleus systems with the proton kinetic energy Tp = 2.5 GeV at forward deuteron
angle [2]. The thick solid lines show the total spectra and dashed lines indicate
subcomponents. The strengths of the η′(958)-nucleus complex optical potential are
indicated in the figure.
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Fig. 4. Calculated spectra of the 12C(γ, p) reaction for the formation of η′(958)-
nucleus systems with the photon energy Eγ = 3 GeV at forward proton angle [4].
The thick solid lines show the total spectra and dashed lines indicate subcompo-
nents. The strengths of the η′(958)-nucleus complex optical potential are indicated
in the figure.
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3. η-mesic nuclei

Bound state of the η meson in nucleus were predicted by Haider and
Liu in 1980s [13]. After that, many works were devoted to studies of the
structure of the bound states, the formation reactions of the η-mesic nuclei,
and in-medium properties of the η meson. Recently, the η meson in the
nuclear medium has been investigated in the aspect of chiral symmetry. We
can find some of the latest results in Refs. [5, 8, 14].

In the studies of the η-nucleus systems, we think it is important to con-
sider both effects of the coupling of ηN system to N∗(1535) and of the
mixing of η with η′(958). In our latest paper [5], we have calculated the
theoretical η-nucleus optical potential for various energies and showed that
the potential has the strong energy dependence as we can see in Fig. 5. This
is due to the existence of the N∗(1535) resonance close to the ηN threshold.
Thus, we should be very careful for the coupling to the N∗(1535) resonance
and energy dependence of the potential when we apply it to the studies of
the bound states [5, 14, 15]. The mixing of η with η′ should be also consid-
ered in a theoretical framework to study the η- and η′(958)-mesic nucleus in
a unified manner [8, 16].

Fig. 5. The η-nucleus optical potentials with (a) the chiral doublet model and
(b) the chiral unitary model as functions of the radial coordinate r for various
η-energies as indicated in the figure [5]. Left and right panels show the real and
imaginary parts of the optical potential, respectively.

Finally, we show a comparison of theoretical results [5] with experimental
data [17] in Fig. 6. The data were reported in 1980s at the very early stage in
the study of η-mesic nucleus and lead to the negative conclusion in Ref. [17].
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However, as we can see in Fig. 6, it seems very difficult to deduce the decisive
conclusion from the data and the existence of the η-mesic nucleus is still
controversial.

Fig. 6. Comparison of the calculated spectra and the experimental data in
Ref. [17] of the 12C(π+, p) reaction for the formation of the η-mesic nucleus at
pπ = 800 MeV/c and θp = 15◦ [5].

4. Summary

In this article, we have briefly summarized recent results of our studies
concerning with η′(958)- and η-mesic nuclei. The serious efforts for obser-
vation of the η′(958)-mesic nucleus has just begun [2, 12]. So far, the obser-
vation of the η′(958)N scattering length indicated the relatively weak inter-
action of η′(958) and could not be consistent to the existence of the deeply
bound states [18]. On the other hand, the observation of the transparency
ratio indicated the relatively weak absorptive potential of the η′(958) in the
nucleus [19] which can help to form quasi stable bound states in nucleus.
We expect to have new information on η′(958) properties and UA(1) effects
at finite density in near future.

The study of the η-mesic nucleus has a long history, however, it is still
controversial whether there exists the quasi-stable bound state or not. We
think we need further theoretical studies of structure and formation reaction
of the bound states, and further experimental efforts to get clear signals like
in Refs. [20, 21].



Meson Properties at Finite Density from Mesic Atoms and Mesic Nuclei 625

REFERENCES

[1] D. Jido, H. Nagahiro, S. Hirenzaki, Phys. Rev. C85, 032201 (2012).
[2] H. Nagahiro et al., Phys. Rev. C87, 045201 (2013).
[3] T. Yamazaki, S. Hirenzaki, R.S. Hayano, H. Toki, Phys. Rep. 514, 1 (2012).
[4] H. Nagahiro, S. Hirenzaki, Phys. Rev. Lett. 94, 232503 (2005).
[5] H. Nagahiro, D. Jido, S. Hirenzaki, Phys. Rev. C80, 025205 (2009).
[6] R.D. Pisarski, F. Wilczek, Phys. Rev. D29, 338 (1984).
[7] J. Kapusta, D. Kharzeev, L. McLerran, Phys. Rev. D53, 5028 (1996).
[8] S.D. Bass, A.W. Thomas, Phys. Lett. B634, 368 (2006).
[9] V. Bernard, R. Jaffe, U.G. Meissner, Nucl. Phys. B308, 753 (1988).
[10] K. Tsushima, Nucl. Phys. A670, 198 (2000).
[11] H. Nagahiro, S. Hirenzaki, E. Oset, A. Ramos, Phys. Lett. B709, 87 (2012).
[12] K. Itahashi et al., Prog. Theor. Phys. 128, 601 (2012).
[13] Q. Haider, L.C. Liu, Phys. Lett. B172, 257 (1986).
[14] E. Friedman, A. Gal, J. Mares, Phys. Lett. B725, 334 (2013).
[15] C. Garcia-Recio, J. Nieves, T. Inoue, E. Oset, Phys. Lett. B550, 47 (2002).
[16] H. Nagahiro, M. Takizawa, S. Hirenzaki, Phys. Rev. C74, 045203 (2006).
[17] R.E. Chrien et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 60, 2595 (1988).
[18] P. Moskal et al., Phys. Lett. B474, 416 (2000); B482, 356 (2000).
[19] M. Nanova et al., Phys. Lett. B710, 600 (2012).
[20] W. Krzemien et al. [WASA-at-COSY Collaboration], PoS Bormio 2013,

036 (2013).
[21] K. Itahashi et al., Letter of intent for J-PARC, “Spectroscopy of η-mesic

nuclei via 7Li(π, n) reaction at recoilless kinematics”, 2007.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.85.032201
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.87.045201
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physrep.2012.01.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.94.232503
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.80.025205
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.29.338
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.53.5028
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2006.01.071
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0550-3213(88)90127-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0375-9474(00)00098-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2012.01.061
http://dx.doi.org/10.1143/PTP.128.601
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(86)90846-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2013.07.035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0370-2693(02)02960-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.74.045203
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.60.2595
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0370-2693(00)00039-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0370-2693(00)00533-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2012.03.039

	1 Introduction
	2 eta'(958)-mesic nuclei
	3 eta-mesic nuclei
	4 Summary

